
	Services Provider License Agreement (SPLA) 

Microsoft has made a strategic policy decision to require product activation for all editions of Windows Vista® and Windows Server® 2008, including those that are licensed under Microsoft® volume licensing programs (including SPLA).  These changes are part of the Microsoft Software Protection Platform (SPP), a new set of anti-piracy innovations, counterfeit detection practices and tamper resistance. Volume Activation 2.0 is a set of technical and policy related solutions provided by SPP that gives Microsoft customers a more secure and easily deployable solution to protect and manage their volume license keys.

	Volume Activation 2.0 is a configurable solution that helps IT professionals automate and manage the product activation process of Windows Vista and Windows Server 2008 systems licensed under volume licensing. 
It addresses the piracy and product key management problems associated with Volume License Keys issued for Windows XP and Windows Server 2003.  

Volume Activation 2.0 helps the management and protection of volume license keys in both managed and unmanaged environments without requiring dedicated infrastructure or involvement from end users. 

Volume Activation 2.0 eliminates the use of product keys at the time of software installation and enables better protection and management of customer-specific product keys through new and enhanced activation management tools.
	Volume Activation 2.0 Options

Microsoft provides two types of customer-specific keys for each license enrollment found under any volume licensing agreement— Key Management Service Key and Multiple Activation Key. Service Providers can use any combination of activation methods to activate machines in their environment, depending on the needs of their organization and network infrastructure.

	
	The Key Management Service (KMS) key is used to establish a local activation enablement service that is hosted locally. Use of the KMS eliminates any need for individual machines to connect to Microsoft for activation purposes. 

KMS is intended for use in managed environments where most computers have periodic connectivity to the organization’s network. 

After initializing, the KMS infrastructure is self-maintaining. The KMS service does not require a dedicated system and can be co-hosted with other services. A KMS host can support an unlimited number of systems; however, a minimum number of physical machines must be established and maintained. Systems activated using KMS must connect with the KMS host at least once every 180 days to maintain activation status.
	The Multiple Activation Key (MAK) is used for one-time perpetual activation with Microsoft’s hosted activation services.  Each MAK has a predetermined number of allowed activations calculated based on volume license agreements.  Each MAK activation with the Microsoft hosted activation service counts towards the activation limit. MAK activation does not require a minimum number of client machines.

There are two ways to activate computers using MAK:

· MAK Independent Activation: Requires that each computer independently connect and activate with Microsoft

· MAK Proxy Activation: Enables a centralized activation request on behalf of multiple computers with one connection to Microsoft

	Management and Guidance
Several management tools and interfaces are available to support volume activation management and reporting. These include Volume Activation Management Tool, KMS Management Pack for Microsoft Operations Manager, integrated reporting in System Management Center 2003 SP3, WMI Properties, APIs and scripting support. A System Center Operations Manager management pack is coming soon.

Prescriptive guidance and best practices are integrated in Microsoft Deployment solutions (www.microsoft.com/deployment). Comprehensive information covering planning, deployment and operations of Volume Activation 2.0 is available at www.microsoft.com/technet/volumeactivation.
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